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Divisional  Health  Office, 
Oxford  Street, 

BRIDLINGTON, 


To  the  Chaiman,  Alderman  and  Councillors, 

Urban  District  of  Driffield, 

Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  1958,  During 
the  early  part  of  the  year  my  predecessor,  Dr,  Colville,  was  in  office  and  he 
retired  on  the  3 1st  March , 1958, 

The  statistics  for  the  town  show  little  variation  when  compared  with 
last  year.  The  Registrar  General  estimated  that  the  population  had  increased, 
by  10  persons,  and  it  is  also  estimated  that  there  are  18  more  inhabited 
houses  in  the  town.  There  were  4 more  live  births  compared  with  last  year 
giving  an  adjusted  birth  rate  of  14,8  per  1,000  population,  this  rate 
comparing  with  the  national  birth  rate  of  16.4  per  1,0C0,  Deaths  also 
increased  during  the  year,  there  being  127  compared  with  93  last  year  and  the 
adjusted  death  rate  of  14,1  per  1,000  population  is  also  above  the  national 
average  of  11,7  per  1,000  population.  Of  the  causes  of  death  cancer  continues 
to  take  a heavy  toll  of  life,  being  responsible  for  nearly  a fifth  of  the 
total  deaths. 

With  regard  to  infectious  diseases,  the  incidence  during  the  year 
was  low  with  the  exception  of  poliomyelitis.  During  the  months  of  Juno,  July 
and  August  there  occurred  a sharp  but  short  outbreak  of  poliomyelitis  in  the 
Driffield  area  and  in  the  Driffield  Urban  District  there  wore  8 paralytic  and 
4 non-paralytic  cases,  11  being  children  under  9 years  of  age,  1 of  whom  died. 
The  first  few  cases  in  the  outbreak  all  appeared  to  be  associated  with  one  part 
of  the  town  and  it  was  thought  that  they  may  have  had  a common  source  of  origin. 
Subsequent  cases  which  soon  followed,  however,  indicated  that  the  infection 
v/ as  fairly  wide  spread  and  general  preventive  measures  were  taken.  In 
preventive  medicine  it  is  always  difficult  to  judge  the  degree  of  success 
which  can  be  attributed  to  preventive  measures , for  one  can  never  know  the 
extent  to  which  an  outbreak  of  disease  might  have  spread,  had  the  measure  not 
been  taken.  In  this  outbreak,  however,  it  is  of  interest  to  ponder  on  the 
fact  that  no  cases  occurred  in  the  Urban  District  after  the  28th  July,  yet 
poliomyelitis  is  a disease  which  normally  has  its  highest  incidence  during 
late  summer  and  early  autumn,  and  also  while  there  had  been  no  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  in  the  district  for  many  years  and  the  level  of  immunity  could 
therefore  be  expected  to  bo  low,  the  disease  spread  very  little  into  the 
surrounding  district. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  not  one  of  tho  12  cases  had 
completed  a course  of  injections  against  poliomyelitis , At  tho  time  of  the 
outbreak  an  estimated  1,336  children  under  15  years  of  age  who  lived  in  tho 
Urban  District  were  eligible  for  immunisation  against  poliomyelitis  and  only 
706  had  taken  up  the  offer  of  this  protection. 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  new  sewage  works  came  into  operation, 
full  treatment  of  sewage  commencing  in  April,  Difficulty  has  been  experienced 
however,  in  that  owing  to  infiltration  of  ground  water  into  some  of  the  sewers 
in  the  town,  tho  dry  weather  flow  at  the  works  has  been  more  than  throe  times 
that  which  was  estimated.  It  is  hoped  that  after  work  has  boon  carried  out 
on  the  sowers  this  difficulty  will  bo  overcome. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  during  the  year  progress  has 
continued  in  the  conversion  of  earth  closets  to  the  water  carriage  system,  and 
at  the  end  of  tho  year  191  earth  closets  remain  in  use  compared  with  253  last 
year.  It  is  hoped  that  this  progress  will  continue. 
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In  presenting  this  report  may  I express  iny  thanks  to  the  staff  of 
my  department  for  their  work  and  their  help  during  the  year,  and  also  to 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  constant  support 
and  interest.  I would  also  like  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the  hard  and 
conscientious  work  carried  out  by  the  late  Mr.  Marge rr is on  during  the 
outbreak  of  poliomyelitis. 

I am , 


Yours  faithfully, 
J.H.  mUGHAN 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


GEKERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  .......  .............. 

Population  : 1953  Registrar  General 
Rateable  value  ..................... 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  . . . . 


Estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  ......... 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  births  .... 
Crude  birth-rate 


Adjusted  birth-rate  s Comparability  factor  R.G.  0.97  .......... 

Still-births  

Rate  per  1 , 0C0  total  births  . ... ......................... . 

Total  deaths  

Crude  death-rate  

Adjusted  death-rate  ; Comparability  factor  R.G.  0.77  .......... 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  ......................... 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ............................... 

Maternal  mortality  ............................................ 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ............................ 

Deaths  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ....................... 

Deaths  from  Respiratory  Disease  

Rate  per  1, 000  population  

Deaths  from  Heart  Disease  

Rate  per  1,000  population  

Deaths  from  Cancer  

Rate  per  1,000  population  ................................ 


2,420 
6,940 
£ 76,192 
£ 334 
1,990 


106 

15.3 

14.3 
3 

27.5 

127 

13.3 
14.1 

2 

13.9 


11 

1.6 

43 

6.2 

25 

3.6 


Provisional  Statistics  - England  and  Wales 


Births 

Live  births  .....................  16.4  per  1,000  home  population 

Still-births  ....................  21.6  per  1,000  total  live  and 

still-births 

Deaths 


Death-rate  ..... 
Infant  mortality 


11,7  per  1,000  home  population 
22.5  per  1,000  live  births 


. • 


Males 


Females 


All  causes  ........................................... 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

Cancer , stomach  ...................................... 

Cancer , lung,  bronchus  ............................... 

Cancer,  breast  ....................................... 

Cancer , uterus  ....................................... 

Cancer,  other  cites  .................................. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  

Coronary  disease , angina  ............................. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ...................... 

Other  heart  disease  

Other  circulatory  disease  ............................ 

Influenza  ...... ......... ....................... ...... 

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ............... 

Accidents  (excluding  motor  vehicle)  .................. 

Suicide  . . . . 
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imi'lTIIJS  DEATHS 


Cause  of  Death 


B r onch  0-pneumonia 
Prematurity 
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Total  deaths  under  1 year 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  CITHER  DISEASES 


The  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  incidence  of  notified  infectious 
diseases  during  the  year,  other  than  Tuberculosis  : 


Notifiable  Diseases 
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INFECTIOUS  -DISEASES  NOTIFIED  1946  - 1958 


I 


Immunisation 


The  number  of  children  who  completed  the  full  course  of  immunisation 
in  the  Authority's  area  between  1st  January  and  31st  December,  1958 , is  as 
follows  J 


Under  5 years 
53 


l,r..21imars 


In  addition,  9 children  received  boosting  doses. 

The  estimated  number  of  children  immunised  at  any  time  who  were  born 
between  1944  and  1958  is  as  follows  : 

Under  5 years  5 - 14  years 

187  727 


Smallpox  Vaccination 

The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  or  re- vaccinated  during  the  year 
is  as  follows  s 


Age  at  Date  of 
Vaccination: 

Under 

1 

1 year 

2 to  4 

5 to  14 

15  or 
over 

Total 

Number  vaccinated  ..... 

63 

1 

3 

2 

4 

73 

Number  re-vaccinated 


1 


4 


18 


23 


Tuberculosis  1958 

a—»  ■!  ■■■  — II- awcati  m ■■«■» 


The  Register  of  Tuberculosis  for  the  year  was  as  follows  s 


Pulmonary 
Ikies  Females 


Non- 

Pulmonary  Total 

Males  Females 


Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at 
31st  December,  1957  ...... 

Added  to  the  Register 

(a)  cases  notified  for  the  first 

time  during  the  year  

(b)  inward  transfer 

Removed  from  the  Register  on  account  of 
death,  change  of  address,  etc.  ...... 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at 
31st  December,  1955 


16  11 


4 


36 


1 


17 


11 


4 


37 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 


Laboratory  Facilities 


Specimens  for  bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations  are  sent 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  at  Hull  or  to 
the  Pathological  Laboratory  at  Beverley  Hospital. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Weekly  sessions  are  held  at  the  East  Riding  County  Council  Clinic 
established  at  Victoria  Road,  Driffield. 


Maternity  Services 

Domiciliary  births  are  attended  by  the  Nurse/ Mid w i ve s who  are  resident 
in  the  town*  14  occurred  during  the  year. 

Nursing  in  the  Hone 

2 District  Nurse/Midwives  are  resident  in  the  town. 


Hospitals  - Regional.  Hospital  Board 

All  cases  of  Infectious  diseases  which  need  admission  to  hospital 
are  sent  to  Castle  Hill  Hospital,  Cottingham, 


Maternity  cases  are  admitted  to  the  special  wings  of  the  East 
Riding  General  Hospital,  Driffield  and  the  Avenue  Hospital,  Bridlington. 


Ambulance  Service 

This  is  maintained  by  the  County  Council,  and  there  is  an  Ambulance 
Station  situated  in  Driffield, 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

E.E.  EVANS , M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I., 

Surveyor,  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Sewage  Works  Manager 


Water 


The  Town’s  water  is  supplied  by  the  Driffield  Water  Company,  the 
extraction  being  from  two  bore  holes,  one  In  Spellowgatc  and  one  at  North  End. 
Practically  all  of  the  water  required  in  the  Town  is  obtained  from  the 
Spellowgate  Pumping  Station  and  it  is  only  at  times  of  heavy  demand  and  during 
decreases  in  the  water  table  level  that  the  North  End  pumping  station  is  brought 
into  operation.  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  the  water  is  chlorinated. 

Bacteriological  examination  shows  that  untreated  water  is  free  from 
pollution  and  is  eaui valent  to  Class  I of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Classification 
of  piped  water  supply. 

The  results  of  samples  of  piped  water  supply  (treated)  sent  for 
Bacteriological  Examination  were  as  follows 

Number  examined:  4 Number  satisfactory:  4 Unsatisfactory:  Nil 
Sewage  Disposal 

The  now  sewage  works  which  was  reported  as  being  under  construction 
in  last  year’s  report  is  now  fully  in  operation,  partial  treatment  of  the  sewage 
was  commenced  on  20th  March,  1958  and  full  treatment  during  the  first  week  in 
April  1958*  Despite  several  minor  breakdowns  to  plant  it  has  been  found  that 
an  exceptionally  high  standard  of  purification  can  bo  obtained  when  these  works 
are  treating  the  normal  dry  weather  flow  which  is  500,000  gallons  per  day. 
Unfortunately  at  the  commencement  of  operation  it  was  found  that  due  to  the 
unsatisfactory  state  of  some  of  the  sewers  in  the  Town,  these  sowers  were 
admitting  a considerable  amount  of  ground  water,  so  much  so  that  the  dry  weather 
flow  at  the  works  was  averaging  1,759,000  gallons  per  day. 


Several  defective  lengths  of  sewer  have  been  re- laid , and  it  is  hoped 
that  following  further  works  of  re-sewering  the  average  daily  flow  to  the  works 
can  be  reduced  to  an  amount  approaching  the  dry  weather  flow.  Even  with  a flow 
of  3 x D.W.F.  viz:-  1,500,000  gallons  per  day  the  works  are  capable  of  producing 
a standard  of  purity  equivalent  to  the  national  standard  of  20  p.p.m,  B.0.D, 
and  30  p.p.m.  Solids  in  Suspension. 

I am  confident,  however,  that  when  the  daily  flow  has  been  reduced  to 
a figure  approaching  that  of  500,000  gallons  per  day  it  will  be  possible  to 
obtain  the  standard  required  in  an  Agreement  between  Hull  Corporation  and  my 
Council,  namely:  10  p.p.m,  B.0.D,  and  20  p.p.m.  Solids  in  Suspension. 

Closet  Accommodation 

During  the  year  62  earth  closets  have  been  converted  to  the  water 
carriage  system.  At  the  end  of  the  year  191  earth  closets  remain  in  use. 

Refuse  and  Night  Soil  Collection 

A weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  has  been  maintained  during 
the  year.  Refuse  is  disposed  of  on  the  Wold  Hill  Tip.  The  contents  of  cesspools 
and  septic  tanks  and  all  night  soil  are  disposed  of  at  the  Council’s  Sewage 
Works  and  receives  full  purification  treatment.  During  the  summer  months  all 
refuse  containers  and  pail  closets  are  dusted  with  a gammexane  insecticide. 
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Salvage 


During  the  year  the  following  quantities  of  salvaged  materials  were 
collected  and  sold:- 


Waste  Paper 
Tins 


Tons 

Gwts 

Qrs 

£ 
c~/  • 

s. 

d. 

23 

11 

0 

70. 

10. 

9. 

1 

10 

0 

A 

10. 

0. 

_25„_ 

1__ 

___0_ 

£ 75,_ 

„g,_ 

9. 

Rodent  Control 

Disinfestation  is  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  methods 
recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  ? Rodent  Control 
Division,  During  the  year  the  following  premises  have  been  disinfested:- 

Business  Private  Council  Public 

Premises  Dwellings  Promises  Sewers 

16  2 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 


Nature  of  Visits  of  Inspection 

Rodent  Control 

Premises  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Public  Conveniences 
Conversions  of  Pail  Closets 
Drainage 

Factory  Premises 
S lau  ght  e r h ous  e s 
Knackers  Yard 
Sewers 

Water  Supply 

Premises  inspected  re  Food  Hygiene 

Bakehouses 

Meat  Shops 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

Cafe  Premises 

Ice  Cream  premises 

Caravan  Site 

Rent  Act 

Disinfection  of  premises 
Notifiable  Diseases 


50 

235 

36 

75 

197 

63 

36 

8 

50 

6 

95 

7 

15 

11 

9 

5 

1 

34 

5 

968 


Housing 


Total  number  of  houses  in  district  1990 

Number  of  new  houses  built  during  the  year  by  Local  Authority  2 
Number  cf  houses  built  during  the  year  by  other  owners  16 

Number  of  houses  dealt  with  under  Section  9 & 10  of  the 
Housing  Act  1957 

Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  2 

Number  of  new  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  end  of  year 

a)  by  Local  Authority 

b)  by  Private  Owners  7 

Number  of  houses  improved  during  the  year  under  Housing 

Act  1949  ‘ 3 
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K ous ing  ( c ont  d ) 


Number  of  houses  in  course  of  improvement  under  Housing 

Act  1949  at  end  of  year  2 

Number  of  inspections  carried  out  under  the  Housing  Acts  40 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  during 

the  year  3 0 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  Promises 

a)  The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  areas- 

Meat  shops  9 

Grocery  and  General  Provisions  10 

Mixed  - Grocery  and  Confectionery  15 

Confectionery  (Sweets  &c)  8 

Greengrocers  8 

Cooked  neats  and  meat  products  1 

Bakers  and  confectioners  6 

Food  Preparing  Premises  (Cafes  and  Hotels)  6 

Fish  Shops  2 

Fried  Fish  Shops  7 

b)  Number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs 

Act  19 55 

Ice  Cream  premises  registered  for  manufacture 

of  ice  cream  1 

Ice  Cream  promises  registered  for  storage  and 

sale  of  ice  cream  22 

Premises  registered  for  preparation  or 

manufacture  of  sausages,  potted,  pressed, 
pickled  or  preserved  foods  25 

Number  of  dairies  registered  under  Milk  and 

Dairies  Regulations  1949-54  2 

Number  of  shops  licensed  for  sale  of  milk  9 

c)  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  71 

d)  Method  of  disposal  of  condemned  foods  :- 

Carcases  organs  and  offal  collected  by  persons  authorised  by  the  Council 
Other  foods  collected  by  cleansing  staff  and  either  burned  or  buried  on  the 
refuse  tip  or  returned  to  the  Manufacturers, 

e)  The  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment  &c)  Regulations  1947  - 1952 

One  manufacturer  is  registered  in  the  area,  the  plant  complies  with 
the  requirements  of  the  regulations. 


Inspection  of  Foodstuffs 

The  following  articles  of  food  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  were  destroyed s- 
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Cows 
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Sheep 

O 

Lambs 

Pigs  Horses 

Number  killed  (if 
known) 

2,236 

103 

6*837 

4,515 

Number  inspected  2*236  103  6*837  4,53-5 


All  di  seas os  except 
Tuberculosis  & 
Cysticorci 
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Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
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Factories  Act  1937  and  1948 

Part  I of  the  Act 

1,  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 


Ho.  on  Ho o of  Ho.  of  written  Ho.  of 

Register  Inspections  notices  Prosecutions 


l)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1.2. 3. 4.  & 6 
arc  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authorities  46  12 


2)  Factories  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 

by  Local  Authority  69  51 

3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 

by  Local  Authority  6 3 


Total  121  66 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found; 


Particulars 


Found  Remedied  Referred  to  Referred  by  No.  of 

H.M.  Inspector  E.H.  Inspect'  >r  Prosecutic 


Want  of  Cleanliness 

(S.l) 
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